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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method in a network data processing system for processing a 
check, the method comprising: 

receiving a check image of the check from an automatic teller machine, wherein the 
check image is generated by a scanner in the automatic teller machine; 

performing optical character recognition on the check image to generate data; as4 
performing check clearing processes using the check image and the dat a; and 
adding check c learing information to the cheek image. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
sending the check image to an issuer of the check. 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the sending step comprises: 
printing the check image on paper to form a paper copy of the check; and 

sending the paper copy of the check to the issuer. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the check image includes a front side and a 
back side of the check. 

5 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step o f adding check clearing 
information to the check image comprises performing oh e ok cl e aring proo e osoo inoludooi 

adding overlay prints providing check deariTig information, wherein check clearing 
information includes an identification of a furaq tia), jpgtf ftj ticm clearing the check: a name of a 
financial institution cleari ng the check: a transaction number a type of transaction and a dateof 
transactio n showing who is clearing tho-eheek. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the check image is received from an 
automatic teller machine through a communications link. 
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7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1. wherein data generated through optical 
character recognition on the check image is used to create a markup language do cument to form 
an electronic check the data preoeooing pvntem io loontod at a bank . 

8* (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of performing check 
Affi rm^ ftrocessea occurs at a clearinghouse, and wherein the clearinghouse performs check 
settlement wherein th e data proooooinfl flyotem jp on automatic) t e ll e r moohine . 

9. (Currently amended) A data processing system for processing a check, the data 
processing system comprising: 

receiving means for receiving a check image of the check from an automatic teller 
machine, wherein the check image is generated by a scanner in the automatic teller machine; 

first performing means for performing optical character recognition on the check image to 
generate data;-eztd 

second performing means for performing check clearing processes using the check image 
and the dat a: and 

third perfonninp means for adding check clearing information to the check image. 

10. (Original) The data processing system of claim 9 further comprising: 
sending means for sending the check image to an issuer of the check. 

1 1 . (Original) The data processing system of claim 1 0, wherein the sending means 
comprises: 

means for printing the check image on paper to form a paper copy of the check; and 
means for sending the paper copy of the check to the issuer. 

1 2. (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the check image includes a 
front side and a back side of the check. 

1 3 . (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein adding check 
clearing information to the check image comprises p erforming chock oloorine proo e os e o inoludoo; ^ 
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means for adding overlay prints providing chec k clearing, wherein check clearing 
information includes an identification of a f mancial in stitution clearing the <; *rr v '. fl "f m ? 9 f ft 
financial insti »»tfon fVttWV f t* 1 ? 9 h W l1c - fl transaction t^mfrp-. a type of tr^fflfr> n *H * dftte of 
transaction showing who io ol e oring th e oh e ok . 

14. (Original) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein the check image i$ received 
from an automatic teller machine through a communications link. 

15. (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 9, wherein data generated 
through optical character recognition on the check image is used to create a markup language 
document to form an electronic check tho data proooooinc system i t s looat e d at a bunk . 

16. (Currently amended) The data processing system of claim 9. wherein performing check 
clearing processes occurs at a clearinghouse, and wherein the clearinfg hnuse per forms check 
settlement whorcin - iho data proooooing system io an automatic toller maohin e. 

1 7. (Currently amended) A computer program product in a computer readable medium for 
processing a check, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for receiving a check image of the check from an automatic teller 
machine, wherein the check image ia generated by a scanner in the automatic teller machine; 

second instructions for performing optical character recognition on the check image to 
generate data; aad 

third instructions for performing check clearing processes using the check image and the 
dat a: and 

fourth instructions for adding check clearing inform ation to the check image. 

1 8. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 7 further comprising: 
fourth instructions for sending the check image to an issuer of the check. 

1 9. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 8> wherein the second instructions 
for sending comprises: 
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first sub-instructions for printing the check image on paper to form a paper copy of the 
check; and 

second sub-instructions for sending the paper copy of the check to the issuer. 

20. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 7, wherein the check image includes 
a front side and a back side of the check. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 1 7, wherein adding check 
clearing irforTfl^Q si to the check image comprises t he third instruction of performing oho efe 
cl e aring proo e oB e o ino hid e s: 

first sub-instructions for adding overlay prints providing check clearing information, 
wherein check clearing information includes an identification of a financial institution clearing 
the check: a name of a fin ancial insti tution clearing a check: a transaction number: a type of 
transaction and a date of transaction ahowing who io ol e oring tho ohook . 

22. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 7, wherein the check image is 
received from an automatic teller machine through a communications link. 

23 . (Currently amended) The computer pr ogr am product of claim 17» wherein data generated 
through optical character recognition on the check image is used to create a markup language 
document to form an electronic check th e data OTOoooaing system is looatod at a bank . 

24. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 17, wherein performing 
check clearing processes occurs at a clearinghouse, and wherein the clearinghouse performs 
check settlement wher e in th e data prooeooing pyatem ip on automatio teller machine. 
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